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The American Civil War
Introduction
The 1861-1865 Civil wars is a significant event in America history. It determined the type of the country America would become. The war settled two critical questions that had been left unanswered by a past revolution; if the US would be a dissolvable union of autonomous nations or an inseparable country with a sovereign government. It also focused on whether the nation founded on the declaration that all men are entitled to liberty continues to be the main slaveholding notion in the entire world. Notably, the American civil war was the most devastating conflict and the prevalent across the western world. The inflexible differences between the slave states and the free over the national government power to end slavery in triggered the civil war. Upon the election of Abraham Lincoln, conflicts between the states began which intensified leading to the war.  During the war, the majority of the African American who were former slaves was involved in the fights. It is in this war that most of them died. This paper seeks to discuss the causes of the civil way, the part played by African Americans, the outcomes of the war and the Atlantic slave trade.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Major Causes of the Civil War
The civil war began with the Confederate attacking of Fort Sumter. Although several factors led to the war outbreak, the question of slavery and the future of Black Americans is the main reason behind the fighting (Karenga, 2010). The Civil war is vital to African American not only because they were freed but also they effectively participated heroically. Despite the fact that some of African American had earlier fought during the revolution they were considered not worth in this war. The insufficiency in white’s volunteers in 1862 thus paved the way for black’s freedom (Karenga, 2010). The Africans anxiousness to seek freedom saw them engaged in various operation such as being soldiers and sailors. In spite of the hardships, struggles, overexploitation, and racism against blacks, the war came to an end.  
Other major causes of civil war are attributed to the political and cultural variation between the North and the southern regions. For instance, industrialization against farming is core issue relating to the war. In the early 1800s, the northern states lived in cities and focused on industries. On the contrary, the southern region concentrated on farming thus requiring slaves as laborers (Karenga, 2010). The difference between the two regions accelerated conflicts resulting in wars. The states’ rights arguments over the power wrangles with the federal government are not something new in civil war. In this case, the southern region states felt that the government took away their liberty. The first fighting over the slavery which took place at Kansas triggered commotions. The decision to be a free or a slave state saw many of the Kansas residents lose their lives.
The Role of African Americans in the Civil War
An American city is a significant event to the history of the African American. It is after this war when African Americans had freedom. The blacks played a significant role in the civil war. Upon the insufficiency of white’s volunteers in the war, the African Americans bravely fought and eventually won the battle. During the civil wars, the Blacks got committed in the reaffirmation and the social justice. The blacks not only reaffirmed their dignity and identity as humans but also obliged the US community to respect and uphold the humankind culture (Karenga, 2010). The 60s reaffirmation process remains a definitive period to the history of African Americans (Karenga, 2010). The blacks focused on enhancing integrationists and nationalists to sufficiently challenge the whites and establish their freedom foundation. Through reaffirmation, the African Americans joined to form several movements which showed their commitment towards attaining full liberty (Karenga, 2010). For instance, through the political and economic endeavors, the blacks were able to get the I954 brown decision, civil rights act, and voting right acts among other rights.
The Outcomes of the War
In the aftermath of the civil war, African Americans were significantly affected both positively and negatively. It was a blessing in disguise for the Blacks. The reconstruction period was both the best and the worst time for blacks (Karenga, 2010). Argumentatively, it is a historical event to African Americans since they got freedom after several years of slavery. They were able to participate in political, economic, cultural and religious activities freely. During the reaffirmation period, the Blacks gained liberty and formed several movements to push for human respect, identity, and recognition of African Americans (Karenga, 2010). The emergence of political, economic, religious and cultural up thrusts also contributed to the betterment of the African Americans lives. Moreover, the blacks were granted civil rights acts which were the primary reason for the fight.
On the contrary, Blacks were faced with challenging situations after the Civil war. Economically, the whites did not give full freedom to the blacks (Karenga, 2010). Instead, they were left in the southern region where they were exposed to enslaving conditions. In spite of the enforcement of the rules and rights, the African Americans continued to face overexploitation. For instance, sexual violence against the blacks exacerbated (Karenga, 2010). In addition, the majority of blacks died of diseases due to lack of proper medical attention. The blacks had to struggle to make a living and in this process, the majority of them lost their lives. 


Atlantic Slave Trade and How African Slaves came to America
The Atlantic Slave Trade highlights the Portuguese intentions to get gold and other metals from West Africa (Shillington, 2012).  During the mining process, the Portuguese sold slaves from forest kingdom to provide labor in the mining sector. Meanwhile, they got in Sugar plantation. The slave laborers in the plantations were thus drawn from Africa. The African captives were then brought for sale into slavery to Portuguese (Shillington, 2012). The colonizers as well took slaves to work in their farms; however, majority succumbed to tropical diseases. The first group of African captives we transported Across Atlantic and sold into slavery (Shillington, 2012). The process continued and the slavery traded along West Africa coast propelled. Through the slave trade, several African American ended up being in America.
Conclusion
The American civil war is among the worst nightmares experienced in the US. It is as well a major event to the history of African Americans. The slavery concept was the backbone of the war that resulted in massive killings and destructions. Political and economic differences between the states were another issue that led to the civil war outbreak. The anxious African Americans saw them participate in the wars sufficiently in the quest for freedom. The outcome of the war was, however, a good and bad thing for the blacks. Arguably, they gained the freedom but they still lived as slaves. The whites still in some extents continued to overexploit the African Americans. The introduction of slavery in the US happened first through the Atlantic trade. Through the Portuguese mining activities along the coast of West Africa, the slave trade became the major part of their activities.
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